
The House Rabbit Primer: Everything You
Need to Know About Caring for a Bunny in
Your Home
Rabbits are becoming increasingly popular as pets, and for good reason.
They're intelligent, social creatures that can make wonderful companions.
However, before you bring a rabbit home, it's important to do your research
and make sure you're prepared to provide them with the care they need.

This primer will provide you with everything you need to know about caring
for a house rabbit, from choosing the right breed to providing proper
housing, nutrition, and healthcare.

There are many different breeds of rabbits, each with its own unique
personality and appearance. Some of the most popular breeds for house
rabbits include:
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Dwarf breeds: These rabbits are small and easy to handle, making
them a good choice for first-time rabbit owners. Some popular dwarf
breeds include the Netherland Dwarf, the Dwarf Hotot, and the Mini
Rex.

Medium breeds: These rabbits are a bit larger than dwarf breeds, but
they are still relatively easy to care for. Some popular medium breeds
include the English Lop, the Holland Lop, and the Lionhead.

Giant breeds: These rabbits are the largest of all rabbit breeds. They
can weigh up to 20 pounds and require a lot of space. Some popular
giant breeds include the Flemish Giant, the New Zealand White, and
the American Chinchilla.

When choosing a breed of rabbit, it's important to consider your lifestyle
and personality. If you're looking for a small, cuddly rabbit, then a dwarf
breed may be a good choice. If you're looking for a more active rabbit that
you can play with, then a medium or giant breed may be a better option.

Rabbits need a spacious cage that is at least 3 feet long by 2 feet wide by 2
feet high. The cage should have a solid bottom to prevent the rabbit from
digging out, and it should have a wire mesh top to allow for ventilation.

The cage should be placed in a quiet area of the house where the rabbit
will not be disturbed. It should also be placed out of reach of other pets,
such as dogs or cats.

In addition to a cage, rabbits also need a litter box. The litter box should be
placed in a corner of the cage and filled with a rabbit-safe litter material,
such as aspen shavings or paper pellets.



Rabbits are herbivores, which means that they eat plants. A rabbit's diet
should consist of hay, fresh vegetables, and a small amount of pellets.

Hay: Hay is the most important part of a rabbit's diet. It provides them
with fiber, which is essential for their digestive health. Hay should be
available to your rabbit at all times.

Fresh vegetables: Fresh vegetables are a good source of vitamins
and minerals for rabbits. Some good choices include carrots, celery,
broccoli, and spinach. Vegetables should be given to your rabbit in
moderation, as too much can cause diarrhea.

Pellets: Pellets are a concentrated source of nutrients for rabbits.
They should be given to your rabbit in a limited amount, as too much
can lead to weight gain.

Rabbits are generally healthy animals, but they can be susceptible to a
variety of health problems. Some of the most common health problems in
rabbits include:

Snuffles: Snuffles is a respiratory infection that is caused by bacteria.
Symptoms of snuffles include sneezing, nasal discharge, and difficulty
breathing.

Gastrointestinal stasis: Gastrointestinal stasis is a condition in which
the rabbit's digestive system stops working properly. Symptoms of
gastrointestinal stasis include loss of appetite, lethargy, and bloating.

Dental disease: Dental disease is a common problem in rabbits.
Symptoms of dental disease include drooling, weight loss, and
difficulty eating.



It's important to take your rabbit to the vet for regular checkups to ensure
that they are healthy. Your vet can also provide you with advice on how to
prevent and treat common health problems in rabbits.

Caring for a house rabbit can be a rewarding experience. By following the
tips in this primer, you can help your rabbit live a long, healthy, and happy
life.
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