
Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk
Music: A Tapestry of Lost and Found
American Sounds
In the annals of American music, Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk
Music stands as a towering achievement, a groundbreaking collection that
ignited the folk revival of the 1950s and 1960s and continues to captivate
and inspire musicians and music lovers alike.
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This seminal anthology, released in 1952, is a testament to the tireless
efforts of Harry Smith, a self-taught ethnomusicologist and collector of
traditional American music. Smith spent years scouring libraries, flea
markets, and record stores for forgotten and obscure recordings,
unearthing a vast treasure of lost and virtually unknown folk songs.
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Smith's vision for the Anthology was ambitious: to create a comprehensive
survey of American folk music from its earliest known origins to the present
day. He drew from a diverse range of sources, including commercial
recordings, field recordings made by folklorists, and even cylinder
recordings from the late 19th century.

The Anthology was released on three LPs, each with its own unique
character. The first volume featured early rural recordings, including
ballads, fiddle tunes, and spirituals. The second volume explored the rise of
commercial folk music, with recordings by artists such as the Carter Family
and Lead Belly. The third volume showcased more contemporary folk and
blues artists, including Woody Guthrie, Pete Seeger, and Elizabeth Cotten.

Rediscovering Lost Gems

One of the most significant contributions of the Anthology was its
rediscovery of long-lost and forgotten songs. Many of the tracks featured
on the collection had never been commercially released or had fallen into
obscurity. Smith's meticulous research and dedication brought these hidden
gems back to life, introducing them to a new generation of musicians and
listeners.

Among the most iconic songs on the Anthology are "John Henry," "Casey
Jones," "Barbara Allen," "Oh Death," and "Amazing Grace." These songs,
once on the verge of disappearing, were given a new lease on life and
became staples of the folk revival movement.

Impact on the Folk Revival

The release of the Anthology had a profound impact on the American folk
music scene. The collection sparked a renewed interest in traditional folk



songs and helped to inspire a generation of musicians, including Bob
Dylan, Joan Baez, and the Grateful Dead.

Smith's Anthology provided a blueprint for the folk revival movement. It
demonstrated the richness and diversity of American folk music, and it
encouraged musicians to explore their own musical heritage. The collection
also helped to bridge the gap between traditional and contemporary folk
music, paving the way for a new era of American music.

Legacy and Preservation

Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music is considered one of the
most important recordings in American music history. It has been reissued
and remastered numerous times, and it continues to inspire and inform
musicians and scholars alike.

In 2019, the Anthology was inducted into the National Recording Registry
by the Library of Congress, recognizing its "cultural, historical, and artistic
significance." The collection is currently housed at the Smithsonian
Folkways Recordings label, where it is preserved for future generations.

Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music is a testament to the
power of music to connect us to our past, inspire our present, and shape
our future. It is a living legacy that continues to perpetuate the timeless
tradition of American folk music.

Further Reading

Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music on Smithsonian
Folkways

2019 National Recording Registry Inductees



Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music at 65

The Anthology That Changed American Music

Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music:
America changed through music by Thomas Ruys Smith

4.3 out of 5
Language : English
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled

https://reserve.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InZHUDVwSnA3RDlvbGljM1MyRjEwVjdYTm5KZ2tONzBoeHg2Q25QdERCT3VXZkdPRWI3d1wvVGx3bU5STGY2Q1l2bUdDY1RmNnhaU2xqQmszMjVwYmFPWWxicWVKQVpcL2V5dllvZXZzUzRGa0NyeVhOMzR0cFwvbjhGbk1HTVwvYjFkOXRNYmhVYjlnUklTTUVGbVhIWWVVOEM4aUxnVk1zN3Q1S2VXOWRZbUVneUduaXMrTzFUNmY3U3Z6RndBeDJcL0M3ZW11Sys3ayt2VmhpY1wvNlhZZUkwa1BMMkg1d1BENE5BbmlYeWtnVGFpU009IiwiaXYiOiIzZmQ1NzMwZDVkNDlmMTJiNDE4NmVkZTBiMTM1YWViNiIsInMiOiJiNjE3ZDkxMGJjYjUxNzU0In0%3D
https://reserve.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik81WU5qUVZJMjJPczlCeWdtUFlIcmt5SW5zWHFjdWVpYkpmSU5iWUd6WER2Z2hORFBPajY4YUc3UWxUT2NrVnU2RXNxTzN2NlhLUnJiWUhRVE5GK3F4amtNN25qcUhyTVQyWkpMRzhxNHMzZXN0UlB3XC8xVWhERE5CRXoxb1NUcjRJVmpcL3hJUThwV0I2T1BQcGRSa1A3WXloMnRGUGp4U0FCXC8rUVRVb01DWkRQVVwvQ0dwYzZEWXVJUlRzQUZCWVwvRTJjanFVY3NTVXhGK1hJbXE3cVlrZmV3SDVmNW05VUpTQUdFSlUrRFloQT0iLCJpdiI6Ijg3MWVjOTYyY2RlYTE4N2I5OGE5MTQ2NTgwMzdkMmU2IiwicyI6ImFiNjdjNzJhMDY3OTMzMDMifQ%3D%3D
https://reserve.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImJ0XC9uSUxZa0tuT0lZUlVcL2txREVHdjA4TjRhN21kMjNcL2NlZzdacEE3c3JubUkwZmZ1YmZSRWticUY2QW9yeHoyRzlSTERBdU1YNzNsVWpoTzF3OWdRdnJET21qT29cL1h6Tk1DSTF2UWtIVVVSS0xaNExzRUtxK3NMYlwvdGZiNm9aSUdFc3cydW9iOGFjZGdzT1VtZUtacG04d25tQWNFM1U1YUcyZzhKVll1RmdNY3p0eGFiNjczOXErOFYyTEhrb29qVnN4bldoRUg5UGNxVFlQa2VzNGo2RlJpcllScFdrRVwvcTNWQ2VWVk09IiwiaXYiOiI3NWEwYjU5MjAwYTU3ZTUwNThmMzU3NzE5MGM4NjMzMiIsInMiOiJlYWM0OWI0ZGRlNTlhZWQwIn0%3D


Word Wise : Enabled
File size : 3959 KB
Print length : 273 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

An Immersive Exploration into the World of Big
Note Sheet Music with Lettered Noteheads: A
Revolutionary Tool for Aspiring Musicians
: Embarking on a Musical Odyssey The pursuit of musical excellence is
an enriching and fulfilling endeavor, yet the path to mastery can often be
shrouded in challenges....

Politics And The Street In Democratic Athens
The streets of democratic Athens were a lively and chaotic place, full of
people from all walks of life. The city was home to a large and diverse
population,...
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